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About PFLAG Dayton 
 

Meetings: Second Tuesday of each month 

 Social time -- 7:00 p.m.  

 Meeting and support -- 7:30 p.m. 
 

Location: Cross Creek Community Church 

 667 Miamisburg-Centerville Rd. 
 

Each meeting offers both a program and a 

support group. PFLAG maintains a policy of 

confidentiality. We strive to create a safe and 

welcoming environment for all who attend. 
 

 

Paragraphs from the Prez . . .  
 

Autumn is upon us once again. It is time to reflect on this past year 

(remember we are now on an Oct.-Sept. fiscal year schedule), the 

accomplishments of our organization and its members, and thank 

those who have helped us along the way. 

 

Our youth program was completely reorganized in 2009 including a 

name change to Youth First Greater Dayton. With an updated focus on 

social and advocacy issues, the program has seen a resurgence of 

participating youth members. A segment on Fox News in early May 

gave our Youth First valuable publicity resulting in higher attendance. 

 

In 2009 our Safe Schools Committee started the “Rainbow Reading 

Program,” designed to place both fiction and non-fiction LGBT books 

in our school libraries. Our pilot program began with Centerville 

Middle Schools and Centerville High School and has become a huge 

success. We anticipate many other schools participating in this 

program. If you know of or work with an interested school district, let 

us know. 

 

Our Speaker’s Bureau has experienced an ever-increasing number of 

requests for LGBT persons and parents to present programs or provide 

information materials at diversity fairs or other events. 

 

I must extend a huge THANK YOU to our board, members, and 

volunteers who have made 2009 such a success for our chapter.   

 

Special thanks go to our two outgoing board members.  Ken Willis 

and Barb Collins both served on our board for several years. Ken was 

our Scholarship Committee Chair, and Barb was our chapter 

Secretary.  Thank you for your dedication to the Dayton Chapter of 

PFLAG and for all your hard work.  We appreciate all you have done. 

 

Check out the article on page 2 which introduces our three new 

PFLAG Dayton board members. We are still in need of a President-

Elect for 2009-10. If you are interested or have suggestions, please let 

us know. 

 
Jan Couchman, President  

PFLAG Dayton 

 

If you have not renewed your PFLAG Dayton 

membership for 2009-10, please do so now using 

the form on page 4. 

 

Calendar 
 

November 
 

10 PFLAG Monthly Meeting. 7:00: Social 

Time. 7:30: Meeting and Support. 

Program: COLAGE (Children of Lesbians 

and Gays Everywhere) 
 

22 The annual Greater Dayton LGBT 

Center Community Thanksgiving 

Dinner. St. Paul’s United Methodist 

Church, 101 Huffman Avenue. 5:30: 

Social hour. 6:30: Dinner followed by 

program. Bring a salad, side dish or 

dessert to share. 
 

December 
 

5 Dayton Gay Men’s Chorus Holiday 

Concert. “Fruitcake.” St. John’s United 

Church of Christ, 515 E. Third Street, 

Dayton. 6:00 p.m. Cost: $15.00. 
 

8 PFLAG Annual Holiday Party. 7:00 

p.m. Bring party food to share (snacks, 

cookies, hors d'oeuvres (finger foods are 

preferred). Program: Jonathan Heart, man 

of many talents and judge for When the 
Stars Come Out.  No regular meeting, 

but support available as always. 
 

January 
 

12 PFLAG Monthly Meeting. 7:00: Social 

Time. 7:30: Meeting and Support. 

Program: TBD 
 

http://www.pflagdayton.org/
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Introducing New PFLAG  

Board Members for 2009-10 
 

The PFLAG Dayton Board of Directors is in place for 

the fiscal year 2009-10 with one vacancy remaining. The 

position of President-Elect is still open. If anyone has a 

suggestion for a possible candidate or has questions 

about the duties, please contact either Jan Couchman or 

Nancy Tepfer. Jan can be reached at janc1966@aol.com 

and Nancy can be reached at dtepfer@ameritech.net.  
 

There were three additional board positions to be filled, 

and three well-qualified PFLAGers agreed to serve -- 

two are newcomers to the board and one returns after a 

hiatus. Learn more about them below, and at a future 

PFLAG meeting, thank them for volunteering. 

 

Lynn Sellers, Secretary 
 

“I was honored to be asked to serve as the secretary of 

Dayton PFLAG and am looking forward to becoming 

more involved in an organization that serves so many 

worthwhile functions,” said Lynn Sellers, the new 

PFLAG Secretary. Lynn is a graduate of the University 

of Dayton and works for a local marketing company in 

both account management and quality assurance 

functions.   
 

Lynn and her husband live in Centerville and have three 

children, two in college and one in high school. She is 

both an avid reader and film buff, and she spends a fair 

amount of her spare time supporting her children’s 

activities which include swimming, dance and theater. 
 

Lynn has only been attending PFLAG for a few months. 

Her willingness to step right into a leadership position is 

greatly appreciated.  
 

Gene Evans, Support Chair 
 

Gene Evans returns as the Support Group Chair, a 

position he held previously. In that capacity he will 

organize support groups according to the expressed 

desires of potential participants and will ask PFLAG 

members with related experiences to sit in with specific 

groups. There may be more than one group occurring 

during a monthly meeting.  
 

Gene has a BS in psychology from OSU and a MS in 

Communication with emphasis in Counseling from 

University of Northern Colorado. Relevant experience 

includes being a dormitory counselor for students and, 

 

as an Air Force officer, serving as a Social Actions Officer 

which involved teaching and counseling Air Force members 

and their families. He also served as Chief of Equal 

Employment Opportunity for Army members and civilian 

employees which included teaching, counseling and problem 

resolution.  
 

Gene credits past chapter president Ann Wilger for drawing 

him to PFLAG. To make use of his experience and to 

contribute, he looks forward to again volunteering to 

coordinate and facilitate our Dayton chapter support groups. 

 

Jan Runkle, Scholarship Chair 
 

Jan Runkle and her husband have been happily married for 

36 years, and they are the proud parents of four wonderful 

children. Her husband is a professor of Biology at Wright 

State University, and Jan is a financial advisor with Edward 

Jones Investments. She started her office in 2000 in 

Miamisburg, Ohio. Prior to Edward Jones, she taught school, 

supervised student teachers at Wright State University and 

University of Dayton, and was employed with United 

HealthCare advising Medicare recipients about health 

coverage options.  
 

“Gay relatives have always been part of our family. When 

our son Ben came out, however, thinking about being gay, 

understanding what it means to be gay and supporting gay 

rights became very important,” said Runkle. That is why she 

started attending PFLAG meetings.  
 

Jan feels very fortunate that there have been no acceptance 

issues for their son in her husband’s and her extended 

families. All participated in his commitment ceremony, and 

the family are all extremely happy that he and his partner, 

who live in California, were able to be officially married! 

 

When you no longer need PFLAG, 

PFLAG Needs You! 

 

mailto:janc1966@aol.com
mailto:dtepfer@ameritech.net
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A First in Dayton: Honoring Natalie 

Barney, Historic Lesbian Poet 
 

(Adapted from the Greater Dayton LGBT Center Newsletter) 

 

Natalie Clifford Barney was born in 1876 in Dayton, 

Ohio, daughter of artist Alice Pike Barney and Albert 

Clifford Barney, son of a wealthy manufacturer of 

railway cars. As an adult living in Paris, she was a well-

known poet, a patron of women writers, and lived 

openly as a lesbian.  
 

On Sunday, October 25th, the City of Dayton became 

the first Ohio city, and possibly the first in the Midwest, 

to honor an openly gay person with a monument for 

work they have done contributing to LGBT causes or 

history. A historical marker bearing Natalie Barney’s 

name and sexual orientation was dedicated in downtown 

Dayton’s Cooper Park. The City of Dayton Commission 

voted unanimously to approve the project. 
 

Barney was a champion for women’s writings. The 

famed French Academy was not open to female writers 

so in 1927 Barney founded the Women’s Academy to 

honor female writers. “Barney’s sexual orientation 

was part of her life’s work. What she did when it 

comes to women’s rights was significant,” John 

Zimmerman of the Greater Dayton LGBT Center said. 

She held an infamous weekly salon in her Paris home 

for 50 years, where the leading figures in French  

 

literature gathered, along with 

their western contemporaries. Her 

regular guests included Andre 

Gide, Jean Cocteau, T.S. Elliot, 

Thornton Wilder, fellow Ohioan 

Sherwood Anderson, Sinclair 

Lewis, F. Scott Fitzgerald, Isadora 

Duncan, Peggy Guggenheim and 

Truman Capote. 

 

Natalie Barney knew she was a lesbian by age 12. Her 

life and love inspired characters in at least 12 books  

 

including “Idylle Saphique,” by French courtesan Liane 

de Pougy, which recounted the relationship between de 

Pourgy and Barney. This book was reprinted 69 times in 

its first year of publication alone. Barney also was the 

inspiration for the persona Valerie Seymour in “The Well 

of Loneliness” by Radclyffe Hall. 
 

The Gay Ohio History Initiative, a collaboration between 

the Ohio Historical Society and Outlook Weekly, with 

project partners Greater Dayton LGBT Center and The 

Living Beatitudes Community, raised $2,300.00 to pay for 

the bronze marker in Cooper Park. 

 

President Signs Hate Crimes Bill 
 

Wednesday, October 28th, marked a historic milestone for 

LGBT citizens as President Obama signed into law the 

Matthew Shepard and James Byrd, Jr. Hate Crimes 

Prevention Act. “I was proud to represent you at the White 

House earlier today to mark the first federal law ever that 

includes sexual orientation and gender identity as protected 

categories,” stated Jody Huckaby, national PFLAG 

Executive Director. 
 

This law represents a victory more than ten years in the 

making, and would never have happened without the 

commitment, outreach, and support of PFLAG members and 

friends across the country. Along with Judy, Dennis, and 

Logan Shepard, many other families attended the signing to 

remember the LGBT loved ones who inspired this law and to 

stand together against violence motivated by hate. 
 

This expanded hate crimes law is a tremendous step forward, 

but it is only a single step, and there are many more to take. 

PFLAG, with other LGBT rights groups, is already focusing 

on upcoming legislative priorities such as passing ENDA 

and repealing DOMA and Don’t Ask, Don’t Tell. 
 

Said Huckaby, “I hope each of you will celebrate today’s 

victory and then support PFLAG as we move onward, 

toward the next victory in our commitment to moving 

equality forward.” 

  

 
Natalie Clifford Barney 
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OFFICERS: 
President 

      Jan Couchman 
 

President-Elect 
       

Secretary 

      Lynn Sellers 
 

Treasurer 

      Judy Dryer 
 

 

  Past President 

        Nancy Tepfer 

BOARD MEMBERS: 
 

Membership - Dan Tepfer 

Newsletter Editor - Nancy Tepfer 

Programs - Mary Kirkendall  

Safe Schools - Kim Peters 

Scholarship - Jan Runkle 

Speakers Bureau - Fred Moore 

Support - Gene Evans 

Youth First - Jillian Tegtmeyer 
 

NON-BOARD CHAIRS: 
College Outreach - Valita Wilhoite  
Hospitality - Kim Smith 

Transgender - Jay Moore 

 

PFLAG MISSION STATEMENT: 

Parents, Families and Friends of Lesbians and 

Gays (PFLAG) promotes the health and well-

being of gay, lesbian, bisexual and transgender 

persons, their families and friends through: 
 

 ADVOCACY: to end discrimination and 

secure equal civil rights. 
 

 EDUCATION: to enlighten an ill-informed 

public. 
 

 SUPPORT: to cope with an adverse society. 

PFLAG-Dayton is a 501(c)3 nonprofit organization and is not affiliated with any religious or political group. 

All donations are tax-deductible. 
 

 

PFLAG Dayton 20 09- 10  

Membership Application  
 

Name _____________________________ 

Address ___________________________ 

__________________________________ 

Phone  _____________________________ 

Email  _____________________________ 

Paper Version of Newsletter        Ä 

(If not checked you will receive newsletter in 

electronic form) 
 

 

Mail Membership Application/Dues to: 

PFLAG Dayton 

P.O. Box 3721 

Dayton, OH 45401-3721 

All Donations are Tax Deductible  

Membership Levels  
 

Ä Individual   $30 

Ä Household   $40 

 Ä Student/ Special  

  Circumstances  $15 
Please consider making an 

additional tax deductable donation 

Leadership Support  

(Includes Membership) 

Ä Bronze $100 

Ä Silver $250 

Ä Gold $500 

Ä Lifetime $1000 

Ä Over The Rainbow $1000+ 

 


